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Got a little space and a hankering for fresh eggs? Robert and Hannah Litt have dispensed advice to

hundreds of urban and suburban chicken-keepers from behind their perch at Portlandâ€™s Urban

Farm Store, and now theyâ€™re ready to help you go local and sustainable with your own backyard

birds. In this handy guide to breeds, feed, coops, and care, the Litts take you under their

experienced wings and share the secrets to:Â Picking the breeds that are right for you â€¢ Building a

sturdy coop in one weekend for $100 â€¢ Raising happy and hearty chicks â€¢ Feeding your flock

for optimal health and egg nutrition â€¢ Preventing and treating common chicken diseases â€¢

Planning ahead for family, neighborhood, and legal considerations â€¢ Whipping up tasty egg

recipes from flan to frittataÂ With everything that first-timers will need to get startedâ€”along with

expert tips for more seasoned keepersâ€”this colorful, nuts-and-bolts manual proves that keeping

chickens is all itâ€™s cracked up to be.
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This is the only book you need if you want to keep a few chickens in your yard.Flipping through a lot

of the other highly-rated chicken books, it quickly became clear that most of them are oriented

toward large-scale chicken keeping. Sure, some have added token acknowledgement that some

people keep chickens as pets that happen to lay eggs, but the tone and the information are suited

toward people who don't plan to name their chickens or tell stories about their antics. They're low on

details about how tall a fence should be to keep the chickens from ravaging your vegetable garden,



and discredit methods like clipping wings because it's just not viable if you have 200 birds.If you

want to experience the joy of cracking open an egg still warm from the chicken, of knowing exactly

what the chicken ate and how it was cared for, of knowing that the only carbon footprint involved in

your breakfast was your trip down to the feed store every few months, this is the book for you. If you

have no plans whatsoever of eating your chicken just because it stopped laying 7 eggs a week, this

is the book for you. If you want a practical guide for housing chickens in a small urban back yard,

heck, this book even has detailed plans for building a simple but safe coop and run. It even has a

neat breakdown of how much time you will need to set aside for caring for your birds (five minutes in

the morning to feed and collect eggs and let the birds out, five minutes in the evening to feed and

collect eggs, and lock the door of the coop, 20 minutes once a week to add more bedding, and so

on) so you have some idea of what time commitment you're actually making.

I must have 10 books on raising chickens, trying to be as educated as possible before I get started

with the birds. This is the best of them. It is clear, concise, practical, very readable. This is the book

you read first, and keep on the shelf for questions as they develop. Wish I lived close enough to visit

with Robert and Hannah.

As a customer of the Urban Farm Store, I'd been anxiously awaiting Robert and Hannah's how-to

book on keeping small backyard flocks. Turns out, this is much more than a how-to book. It's

beautiful, for starters, featuring original illustrations by Portland artists and photographs shared by

customers. The authors draw from their own experiences raising chickens, studying animal nutrition,

and running their shop. They take you from the "why" to the "how" to the "what now," covering all

the basics plus some of the touchier issues too (vet care, roosters, end of life). Most importantly,

they give voice to the wide-ranging experiences of the community of chicken keepers that has

formed around their store.I was in their Portland store last year on the first cold day of the year. The

phone rang at least a dozen times in the short time I was there, and each time Robert listened

patiently, then gave clear advice on how to prepare chickens for the winter. This book reminds me

of that day. The authors have heard it all, yet manage never to come off as know-it-alls. I highly

recommend it.

I have toyed with the idea of raising chickens for a long time but never really found a good book that

was well-organized or interesting enough to read thoroughly - front to back... until I picked up this

book. It is extremely well-written and educational, very informative and fun to read. I had soooo



many questions about raising chickens - from the simple (what do they eat?) to the complex (what

do I do about this ailment, or, what happens if, ect.) -- it answered them all. My doubts and concerns

about raising chickens were addressed, as well as housing, feeding and watering, life cycle, social

structure, benefits and disadvantages, breed, temperament and personality... need I go on? I am a

beginner in the adventures of raising chickens, but after reading the book, I no longer feel like a

newbie. The detail was just right (loved the humor and experience tid-bits) and not to 'heavy' to read

like a dry text book. It has become my go-to for reference and reminder information. It has helped

me plan when I'll get my chicks and given me excellent ideas of what kind of coop will be best for

them, my lifestyle and yard. This book is a valued addition to my library and I highly recommend it.

As newcomers to raising urban chickens, we've purchased several books on how to care for our

egg-laying friends. By a landslide, A Chicken in Every Yard is the most approachable, functional,

accessible reference we've found. The authors write with a clear sense of purpose, provide

no-nonsense advice, and take some of the uncertainty out of tackling the age-old tradition of a few

hens running around the back yard. This book is money well spent if you are considering chickens

in your urban or suburban setting.

I bought this book because I've been to the Urban Farm Store in Portland, and the owners really

seemed to know what they were talking about. So when I decided to get 3 back yard chickens and I

saw they were writing a book, I had to get it. It is filled with useful, tried and true knowledge about

how to raise chickens. It's a must have!
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